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SEMINAR PROGRAMME 
 
17.30-18.00 Venues -  coffee  

 
Panel  for al l  the Seminar’s  Parts;  
Kremalis  Kostas ,  Technical  Chamber  of  Greece Execut ive Commit tee .  
Batsou Vivi ,  Ex.  Member of  the Execut ive Commit tee  of  the Technical  
Chamber  of  Greece.  
Siola Lisa ,  President  of  UIA Greek Sect ion,  UIA Counci l  Member.  
Fintikakis  Nikos ,  archi tect ,  Director  of  UIA-ARES Programme.  
 
 

 PART 1 
 
Natural  Disaster’s  Management:  
The Init iat ive for an International  Architectural ,  Competit ion .  
         
18.00-18.10   

Alavanos Yiannis ,  President  of  the  Technical  
Chamber  of  Greece 

 
18.10-18.20  Ius Giancarlo ,  President  of  UIA,  Region I ,  I ta ly .  
 
18.20-18.30  Sgoutas Vassi l l is ,  Ex.  President  of  UIA  

 
18.30-18.40  Galanopoulos Dimitris ,  Dr .  Of Geophysics ,    
                         General  Secretary of  Civi l  Protect ion 

 
18.40-18.50  Georgakopoulos Panayotis ,  President  of  the     
                         Greek Associat ion of  Archi tects  

 
18.50-19.00  Siola Lisa ,  President  of  UIA Greek Sect ion,  UIA 

Counci l  Member  
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PART 2 
 

Renewable Energy Sources and Biocl imatic  Architecture  
 
19.00-19.15  Tochtermann Wolf ,Director  of  UIA Work Program 

of  Competi t ions ,  Germany:  “Internat ional  
Compet i t ions  for  Archi tects  and the role  of  UIA”.  
 

19.15-19.30  Fintikakis  Nikos ,  archi tect ,  Director  of  UIA WP-
ARES Programme: “Renewable Energy Sources  in  
Archi tecture  and the role  of  Internat ional  UIA/WP 
“ARES” 
 

19.30-19.50  Karavasi l i  Margarita ,  Archi tect  d .p . l .g .–planner ,  
head of  the Technical  Commit tee .  
“Sustainable  shel ter ing people  affected by natural  
disasters ,  through the use of  Renewable Energy 
Sources  & Biocl imat ic  Archi tecture” 
 

19.50-20.15  Break   
 
 

PART 3 
 
Challengers and Expected Benefits  
 
20.15-20.30  Hegger Manfred,  Co-Director  of  UIA WP on 

Sustainable  Archi tecture  (Region I) ,  Germany:  
“Urgent  intervent ions to  manage the impact  of  
natural  disasters  in  a  sustainable  way”.  
 

20.30-20.45  Belavi las  Nikos ,  professor  of  the Nat ional  Technical  
Universi ty  of  Athens – “Archi tecture  and Renewable  
Energy Sources”.  
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20.45-21.0  Gazetas Yiorgos ,  professor  of  the Nat ional  

Technical  Universi ty  of  Athens and President  of  
“ETAM”: “Natural  Disasters  and immediate  
shel ter ing of  affected people”.  

 
 

PART 4 
 

21.00-21.30  Discussion – Conclusions 
 

Organizing & Scientif ic  Committee for the Competit ion: 
 
Vagelatou Olympia ,    General  Secretary of  ETAM. 
Georgakopoulos Panayiotis ,  President  of  the Greek Associat ion 

of  Archi tects .  
Gazetas Yiorgos ,  Professor  of  the Nat ional  

Technical  Universi ty  of  Athens and 
President  of  “ETAM”. 

Dagli  Korina ,     Technical  Chamber  of  Greece  
Archi tect’s  Scient i f ic  Commit tee .  

Kremalis  Kostas ,            Technical  Chamber  of  Greece  
Execut ive Commit tee .  

Batsou Vivi ,  Member  of  the Execut ive 
Commit tee  of  the TCG 

Belavi las  Nikos ,  Professor  of  the Nat ional  
Technical  Universi ty  of  Athens 

Polyzos Yiannis ,            Vice-Rector  of the Nat ional   
Technical  Universi ty  of  Athens 

Santamouris  Matthaios ,  Professor  of  Nat ional  Capodis t r ian 
Universi ty  of  Athens 

Siola Lisa ,  President  of  UIA Greek Sect ion,  
UIA Counci l  Member 

Fintikakis  Nikos ,            Director  of  UIA “ARES” Work 
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Programme.  General  Responsible  
for  the  compet i t ion.  
 

 
Technical  Committee  
 
Karavasi l i  Margarita ,  Archi tect  d .p . l .g .  –  planner ,  ex.  

General  Inspector  for  the  
Environment ,  Directorate  of  
Housing Planning,  Minis t ry  for  the 
Environment ,  Physical  Planning & 
Publ ic  Works,  head of  the 
Technical  Commit tee ,  ensuring the 
l ink with  the Organizing & 
Scient i f ic  Commit tee .  

Kremali  Terpsi ,  Archi tect  & Landscape archi tect  
Ktoridis  Aris ,  Member of  the Technical  Chamber  

of  Greece Data  Base Working 
Group.  

Pipinis  Kyriakos ,  Archi tect ,  member of  UIA Greek 
Nat ional  Sect ion.  

 
Secretary:  
Direct ion of  European Affairs  and Internat ional  Relat ions  TCG 
Barbara  Savvidi  
210-3291366 
 

************** 
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SPEACHES  
 

Mr.  KREMALIS 
On behalf  of  the Managing Commit tee  of  the  Technical  Chamber  

in  Greece,  I  have the honour  and pleasure  to  welcome you to  today’s  
meet ing.  

I t  i s  a  great  honour  to  have with  us  Mr.  Alavanos,  the Technical  
Chamber’s  President ,  as  wel l  as  Mr Ius  Giancar lo,  who is  the  
Chairman of  region 1 of  the Internat ional  Union of  Archi tects ,  Mr 
Tochtermann Wolf ,  the  UIA Program’s Director  for  the Internat ional  
Compet i t ions ,  and Mr Hegger  Manfred,  who is  UIA`s Program for  
viable  Archi tecture  co-Director .  

Today’s  event  is  not  intended only for  information purposes .  I t  
i s  an important  day for  the  Technical  Chamber  of  Greece because an 
internat ional  compet i t ion is  announced under  the theme “Biocl imat ic  
archi tecture  and renewable  energy resources  in  the service of  people  
affected by natural  disasters” .  

The meet ing is  divided into two par ts .  In-between there  wil l  be  a  
break.  I  bel ieve that  a l l  speakers  wil l  respect  their  t ime l imits  and 
everything wil l  run smoothly.  We apologise  for  the  delay but  i t  was 
beyond our  power,  due to  the ra l l ies  which s topped t raff ic  for  qui te  a  
while .  
And we wil l  s tar t  wi th  a  welcome address  by the Technical  Chamber’s  
President ,  who is  requested to  come to the podium. 
 
Mr ALAVANOS :  

I  completely  agree with Kostas  Kremalis ,  on the fact  that  for  a l l  
of  us  working in  the Technical  Chamber  a  gather ing l ike this  is  a  most  
pleasant  occasion,  as  we announce a  very important  Internat ional  
Archi tectural  Competi t ion.  I  would l ike to  say that  we feel  
par t icular ly  c lose with UIA purposes  and keep up with i ts  act ions ,  i ts  
s t ructure ,  i t s  subject  mat ter ,  the  way i t  deals  with the important  people  
and scient is ts  whom i t  turns  to  advantage.  

And of  course i t  i s  our  country’s  honour  to  have dis t inguished 
people  a t  UIA`s higher  ranks,  people  whom we highly value in  Greece,  
l ike Vasi l is  Sgoutas ,  twice i ts  President  and his  col leagues in  the 
Commit tee ,  Lisa  Siola  and Nikos Fint ikakis .  

We take comfort  in  the  fact  that  in  an environment  which we do 
not  f ind par t icular ly  f r iendly,  that  of  the  internat ional  Organisat ions 
and the Engineers ,  the  posi t ions  UIA adopts  on educat ion,  general  
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educat ion and job pract ise  are  s imilar  to  ours .  I  would say that  a t  some 
points  they even broaden our  way of  thinking.  

Last  Fr iday,  f ive days ago,  our  delegat ion who was in  Lebanon 
in  order  to  s ign a  col laborat ion memorandum with Lebanon’s  
Engineers  and their  associat ion,  wel l ,  fe l t  uncomfortable  because they 
were t reated with suspicion by their  col leagues in  Lebanon.  Firs t ly ,  
because they may have thought  that  we proceed s lowly and our  thought  
was to  ut i l ise  possible  res t i tut ion Programs to  res tore  the extended 
damages in  Lebanon.  

And secondly,  they contrasted us  with their  own act ion,  making 
a  24hour  fol low-up of  the war’s  consequences and col laborated with 
the local  groups,  wherever  there  were considerable  damages,  they 
offered direct ions and worked together  with the government  services  
and Organisat ions,  with UIA representat ives  f rom many countr ies .  

Because in  the war  in  Lebanon,  as  you remember ,  we had to  be 
very caut ious l ike in  a  surgical  operat ion.  

I t  i s  a  term I  borrowed form the Press;  i t  i s  not  mine.  They 
destroyed al l  the  br idges in  Lebanon,  a l l  the  major  highways and many 
technical  works.  

UIA is  involved with archi tecture  taking very important  act ions 
in  the natural  disaster  f ield  as  wel l .  Thus,  we are  real ly  glad for  our  
cooperat ion with UIA’s sect ion which deals  with archi tecture  and sof t  
energy forms issues .  Now, why does the Technical  Chamber  announce 
this  compet i t ion?  Because i t  i s  c losely l inked with a t  least  three issues  
that  for  many years  the Technical  Chamber  has  fol lowed closely,  
par t ic ipated in  and has  experience at ;  namely the issues  of  the  
environment ,  disasters ,  c l imat ic  disasters ,  the consequences of  
greenhouse effect ,  i ssues  on which we have the biggest  exhibi t ion and 
conference every two years  in  the Balkans;  i t  i s  HELECO. This  
conference-presupposing a  ser ies  of  events  and researches  a  pr ior i -  
focuses  on environmental  destruct ions.  

The second issue is  Energy,  on which the Technical  Chamber 
represents  Greece at  the  Internat ional  Energy Agency.  And I  think that  
in  the las t  years  we made a  very considerable  contr ibut ion to  the  issue 
of  the energy balance,  energy saving and mainly the problems,  energy 
problems aff l ic t ing poor  and developing countr ies  of  the world,  
problems caused by rest r ic t ions posed by consuming societ ies .  

And of  course the third issue which is  connected to  our  
compet i t ion and const i tutes  a  TCE`s basic  work,  is  archi tecture  i tse l f .  
On this ,  I  wi l l  refer  to  two examples .  The f i rs t  i s  that  we have a  
Bui lding Regulat ion,  an off ic ia l  one,  which is  not  appl ied,  because 
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another  one is  imposed by few,  very few frauds in  Greece,  yet  
pract ical ly  legi t imised by the s ta te .  

And the par t icular  s ta te ,  in  order  to  deal  with i t ,  proposes  new 
restr ic t ions on the f ree  expression of  archi tecture ,  to  which we total ly  
oppose.  

And the second is  that  during the Pre-Announcement  of  the 
Internat ional  Competi t ion in  Naples ,  on October  2nd,  which is  the Day 
dedicated internat ional ly  to  Archi tecture ,  a  professor  a t  the  Nat ional  
Technical  Univers i ty ,  in  one of  her  speeches,  made reference to  
thousand homeless  people  in  Athens,  chi ldren wandering in  the s t reets ,  
homeless  immigrants ,   abused women and chi ldren who cannot  f ind a  
place to  l ive and escape the hideous l iving condi t ions in  Athens,  
where owner-occupancy rates are  very high and resident ia l  weal th  is  
very important .  

These f igures ,  however ,  are  low compared to  the consequences 
of  natural  disasters ,  on a  global  scale ,  where i t  i s  es t imated that  200 
mil l ion people  on a  year ly  basis  have been coping with problems in  
the las t  two decades due to  the natural  disasters .  Between 1971 and 
1995,  318 thousand people  got  ki l led and 81 mil l ion became homeless  
solely due to  the f loods.  

The problem of  deal ing with natural  disasters  is  a  very ser ious 
universal  issue and the United Nat ions`  intervent ion is  of  vi tal  
importance.  The sect ion on human set t lements ,  g iving guidel ines  for  
decent ,  appropria te  and viable  housing is  par t icular ly  s ignif icant .  In  
other  words,  there  should exis t  mater ia ls  ensuring a  minimum qual i ty  
level  in  modes of  construct ion,  they should have construct ion 
durabi l i ty,  enough sun,  a i r ing,  covering the basic  needs of  e lectr ic i ty,  
heat ing system,  water  supply and drains;  they should also be near  
some publ ic  t ransport  network,  social  infrastructures ,  schools ,  
hospi ta ls  and be of  a  reasonable  s ize  according to  the number  of  
people  l iving in  them. 

The United Nat ions have two rat ionales .  One is  that  of  deal ing 
with direct  measures  and the other  with long term measures  to  be 
taken,  in  order  to  res tore  housing for  the populat ion aff l ic ted by the 
consequences of  the natural  disasters .  

The Competi t ion announced by the Technical  Chamber  in  
col laborat ion with UIA is  inscr ibed in  the context  of  the former 
ra t ionale ,  wishing to  sensi t ise  governments ,  c i t izens ,  sc ient is ts ,  
engineers  a l l  over  the world on the intervent ion issue too,  and 
immediate  intervent ion af ter  disasters ,  readiness  for  intervent ion and 
on the issue of  ut i l is ing the biocl imat ic  archi tecture  and renewable  
energy resources .  
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We bel ieve that  through the Compet i t ion,  innovat ive solut ions  
wil l  ar ise ,  the  capaci ty  and know-how to handle  the housing issues  
wil l  be  upgraded,  people’s  par t ic ipat ion wil l  be  extended,  and there  
wil l  be  col laborat ion between publ ic  and pr ivate  Local  Adminis t ra t ion 
bodies  and non-governmental  Organisat ions and ways of  ut i l is ing new 
f inancing resources  and new technologies  in  the Information Society 
domains .  

So,  we address  a l l  archi tects ,  not  just  f rom Greece,  but  a lso 
from al l  over  the  world,  al l  archi tects ,  to  part icipate  in  this  
compet i t ion and we address  al l  scient is ts  who wil l  col laborate  with  
them. The issues  to  address  are  such cal l ing for  scient is ts’  
col laborat ion.  

I  would l ike to  thank our  Organis ing Commit tee ,  which has  
worked very hard,  and the Internat ional  Archi tecture  Competi t ions’  
Technical  Commit tee ,  in  charge of  which is  Mrs Karavasi l i .  

And I  am sure  in  2008 in  Torino,  where the Internat ional  
Compet i t ion’s  awards wil l  be granted,  we wil l  have very interest ing 
proposi t ions and solut ions.  
Thank you very much.  
 
Mr KREMALIS :  

We thank the TCE`s President .  And I  would l ike to  ask Mr 
Giancar lo Ius ,  the  Chairman of  UIA`s Region 1,  to  take the f loor .  
 
Mr. IUS GIANCARLO: 

Dear col leagues,  ladies  and gent lemen,  I  am very glad to  be here  
as  Vice-president  of  Region I  of UIA,  to  underl ine what  i t  i s  
importance we give to  these ini t iat ives  as  Union of  Archi tects .    
 We think that  al l  what  concerns  environment ,  sol idar i ty  is  
something that  i t  i s  in  the  f ield  of  act ion of  UIA,  but  before  going into 
the mat ter ,  I  would l ike  to  thank f i rs t  of  a l l  Lisa  Siola ,  who’s  doing a  
wonderful  work inside the Counci l  of  UIA,  f rom Region II ,  Nikos for  
this  ini t ia t ive,  that  is  real ly  wonderful ,  the  team with Manfred Hegger ,  
which wil l  speak la t ter ,  and they are  doing very good job inside the 
problems of  ass is tant  abi l i ty  on one s ide and renewable   energy on the 
other  s ide.  

As you l ike we specify Nikos,  I  fol low your  indicat ions s t r ic t ly ,  
then here  is  Wolf  Tochtermann who is  the Director  of  our  Competi t ion 
Commission,  who’s  real ly  doing something expel lant ,  because we are  
t rying to  improve the use UIA rules ,  that  are  rules of  compet i t ions  
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signed in  argument  with UNESCO and I  have to  say something about  
our  past  President  Vasi l is  Sgoutas .  He has  been -he is  s t i l l  now- an 
image of  UIA.  I  have to  thank him of a l l  that  he has  done in  I  think 30 
years  of  presence in  UIA and I  ask you to  give him applause.   
Thank you for  fol lowing me in  this  demonstrat ion of  sol idar i ty  and 
thanks to  what  Mr.  Sgoutas  has  done,  Vasi l is  has  done in  this  year  for  
UIA.   
 Well ,  in  a  world where global izat ion is  the key word of  
economics ,  is  very complicated for  us  to  s tay outs ide of  i t .  We are  
archi tects  and,  of  course,  we are  involved in  economics process .   
 But  I  th ink that  we have a  different  approach of  economics.   We 
have to  be vir tual ;  we have to  f ind out  a  different  way of  been global  
in  the world.   
 And the way I  think is  the way of  sol idar i ty ,  global iz ing the 
sol idar i ty ,  and doing this  in  a  different  system.  

Economics  is  quick;  they measure the global izat ion with 
numbers .  Today they do something,  tomorrow they want  the resul t .   
We are  working with people  for  people .  We can’t  do that .  We need 
t ime,  we need t ime,  and because global iz ing the sol idar i ty  we have to  
make poss ible  a  process ,  where,  for  example cul tural  divers i ty  is  one 
of  the  more important  mat ters .   

The respect  of  environment  is  the other  one.  And the act ion you 
are  going to  take here  is  in  a  way on one s ide in  a  way on the other  
s ide.  So I  think you are  real ly  in  the r ight  road.   
So,  f rom what  I  sa id  I  th ink that  is  qui te  s imple to  f ind the r ight  
connect ion with what  we are  doing.  I  think that  ARES,  working group 
of  UIA,  has  done also other  good things,  because we are  now involved 
-may I  say i t  off ic ia l ly-  in  a  program of  Europe cal led “Sunrise” and 
with the work of  Nikos we got  a lso this  big opportuni ty  and we got  
a lso resources ,  f inanciers ,  to  do i t ,  which is  something very important ,  
because we are  a lways f ight ing with this  problem. 
 By the way,  I  am also the Chairman of  the Financial  Commit tee  
in  the UIA and this  is  one the t roubles  of  the Union,  we have to  do a  
lot  of  work to  change the system of  get t ing funds.  This  is  one of  the 
ways,  going outs ide our  world,  don’t  wai t  the  te lephone r ings for  
cal l ing you,  but  use the te lephone and cal l  other  people  in  our  ideas ,  
in  our  projects ,  in  our  act ions.   
 This  is  the  demonstrat ion that  i f  we are  act ive,  i f  we are  
posi t ive,  i f  we think that  future  can be bet ter  a lso with  the 
involvement  and with the help of  archi tects ,  we can do a  lot .  We can 
real ly  do a  lot .   
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 What  you were saying just  before  about  Lebanon Agreement  is  
real ly  something fantast ic ,  I  have no words.  They had yesterday a  war ,  
they are  s t i l l  involved in  a  bad s i tuat ion and we are  there  as  Greek 
archi tects  to  talk  with  them, to  t ry  to  f ind ways to  col laborate  with  
them.  

I  th ink that  this  in  the  f ie ld  of  sol idari ty  and human 
considerat ion is  something that  is  real ly  to  be underl ined and copied 
and diffused because we think that  people  have to  copy these 
ini t ia t ives ,  this  is  a  good f ie ld  of  compet i t ions  in  the sense that  we 
have to  f ind al l  these possibi l i t ies  to grow our  presence as  archi tects  
in  the world.   
 Few words about  compet i t ion,  Wolf  wil l  be  more involved in  
this  t i t le ,  but  some words.   
 I  th ink that  that  UIA compet i t ion is  a lso a  good way to  be 
present  in  society.  We have a  long s tory about  UIA compet i t ions .  
Many of  the most  important  bui ldings in  the world are  of  the last  years  
af ter  the  World War,  were  bui l t  through a  compet i t ion of  UIA.  Sidney 
Opera House,  Library of  Alexandria ,  La Grande Arche at  Par is  e tc . ,  we 
have a  long l is t ;  we should improve the use of  the compet i t ion with 
UIA,  competi t ion and pr ices ,  to  promote the good archi tecture .  I t ’s  a  
way where archi tects  wil l  compete  and the resul t  i s  the  promotion of  
the good archi tecture .   
 What  we have to  do in  the future is  to improve this ,  leaving a  bi t  
the  approach of  control l ing compet i t ions  and t ry  to  put  to  in  place 
many compet i t ions ,  as  much as  possible  and in  a  different  f ie ld .  Here 
we have a  different  f ie ld .  I t  i s  not  the big bui lding,  is  a t  an act ion of 
sol idar i ty,  and is  an act ion where a lso the cul tural  divers i ty  wil l  be  
taken care .   
 Well ,  I  could speak for  a  long t ime about  this  mat ter ,  but  I  th ink 
that  the special is ts  have to  have the f loor  to  do i t .   
 Thank you very much for  invi t ing me.  I t  i s  real ly  a  fantast ic  
opportuni ty  to  be with you and take UIA in Greece.  Thank you.   
 
Μr KREMALIS :  

Thank you very much.  I t  i s  very important  that  the  Competi t ion 
has  the sense of  sol idari ty .  I  would please l ike  to  cal l  Mr Vasi l is  
Sgoutas ,  to  come to  the podium and address  the audience.  
 
Mr SGOUTAS :  

Good evening.   
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It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  be here  in  f ront  of  such a  special  
audience.  The Technical  Chamber  of  Greece has  a  long t radi t ion in  
support ing UIA events  and especial ly  compet i t ions .  The presence here  
of  the Chairman Mr Giannis  Alavanos and the present  Managing 
Commit tee’s  representat ive,  Mr Kostas Kremalis  and the former  
Managing Commit tee’s  representat ive Mrs Vivi  Batsou,  something 
which shows cont inui ty ,  is  set t ing the scene and confirms the fact .  
 The Technical  Chamber  bel ieves in  the UIA`s role  and mission 
which is  even more obvious f rom the overal l  act ions of  UIA`s Greek 
sect ion whose President  is  Mrs Lisa  Siola .  
 During UIA`s 60-year-his tory,  compet i t ions  have been,  together  
with the Congresses ,  the  corner-s tone of  UIA`s act ivi t ies .  
 Approximately 10 years  ago,  there  was a  shif t  in  the 
compet i t ions  f ie ld .  The focus was no longer  on bui ldings,  l ike  the 
Sydney Opera House ment ioned ear l ier ,  but  shif ted more towards new 
archi tects  as  wel l .  These were compet i t ions  whose candidates  were 
new archi tects  and undergraduate  s tudents .  In  fact ,  i t  was then when 
for  the  f i rs t  t ime,  paral le l  compet i t ions  were held for  archi tects  and 
s tudents  separately ,  with  the same subject .   
 This  had vis ible  resul ts .  More than anything else ,  i t  dragged 
UIA out  of  i ts  isolat ion,  for  example the isolat ion of  the past ,  and 
brought  i t  much closer  to  young people  and to  the place where 
archi tecture  is  born;  the  Univers i t ies .  
 Of  course,  a l l  these,  would not  mat ter  i f  the  compet i t ions ′  
subjects  were not  contemporary and i f  new perspect ives  did not  come 
up concerning archi tects`  and archi tecture’s  contr ibut ion to  ser ious 
global  problems.  The interest ing thing about  the  compet i t ion presented 
today is  that  i t  has  a  twofold purpose:  the  survival  of  human-beings as  
wel l  as  the  planet’s  survival .  
 In  order  to  understand the importance of  this  compet i t ion,  we 
should remember that  the natural  disasters  are  not  only the big,  sudden 
disasters ,  l ike  a  tsunami or  an ear thquake.  The cl imat ic  changes taking 
place,  s i lent ly  but  s teadi ly ,  create  a  di f ferent  kind of  environmental  
refugees .  This  term has exis ted s ince 1940.  Just  think of  the forced 
populat ion movements  in  Afr ica  where as  we know, the Sahara deser t  
grows bigger  each year  about  1  ki lometer  and we also forecast  the  
populat ion movements  in  the future ,  due to  the consequences of  the 
ice  mel t ing.  
 The UN est imate  the environmental  refugees  wil l  r ise  a t  50 
mil l ion in f ive years  and 150 mil l ion by the end of  the century.  
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 Hopeful ly ,  the  ideas  ar is ing from this  compet i t ion on deal ing 
with  natural  disasters  wil l  possibly be implemented,  for  a l l  the  reasons 
ment ioned above and general ly  to  combat  poverty;  In  other  words to  
improve people’s  l iving condi t ions that  only Dante  in  his  Inferno 
could descr ibe accurately .  
 And in  this  way a  c i rc le  wil l  c lose  in  the  sense that  e ight  years  
ago,  a  very successful  UIA compet i t ion was held ent i t led 
“Archi tecture  and poverty” which awarded many Greek candidates  
with dis t inct ions.  
 Dear  col leagues,  i t  i s  a  great  pleasure  indeed to  see here ,  among 
us ,  dis t inguished and widely known UIA members;  Giancarlo Ius  and 
Wolf  Tochtermann.  I t  i s  a  token of  the importance they at tach to  this  
Meet ing;  indeed i t  i s  impor tant  and … unusual  I  would say.  
 Publ ic  compet i t ions  announcements  are  not  usual ly  accompanied 
by an in-depth analysis  of  their  f ie ld ,  l ike  i t  wi l l  be  the case today.  
And so,  I  bel ieve that  we s tar t  wi th  the most  favorable  condi t ions .  
 Nikos Fint ikakis  and his  team real ly  deserve warm 
congratulat ions,  because they put  for th  new messages in  the renewable 
energy resources  f ie ld  and in  something else  which is  equal ly  
important .  I t  i s  the  need for  col laborat ing with other  UIA working 
groups,  with  s imilar  subject-mat ters .  And the presence here  of  
Manfred Hegger ,  who is  in  charge of  the sustainable  development  
team, confirms this  fact .  
 I  wi l l  conclude by making reference to an event  which wil l  take 
place in  Venice,  a t  the  end of  this  month,  namely the RIBA Congress .  
The par t ic ipants  of  the Congress  are  invi ted to  answer  the fol lowing 
quest ion;  can we prove that  archi tects  are  in  a  posi t ion to  make the 
difference?  We can prove that  they can make the difference in  the way 
we l ive and deal  with  the problems in  the c i t ies  and the environment .  
 I  bel ieve the compet i t ion that  s tar ts  today,  has  the potent ial  to  
give some answers  to  this  quest ion.  I  wish good luck to  the Meet ing 
that  wil l  fol low and I  am confident  this  compet i t ion wil l  r ise  to  our  
expectat ions.  
Thank you.  
 
Mr KREMALIS :  

Thank you.  I  wil l  ask now Mr Yiorgos Nikolaou,  the  Vice 
president  of  the Greek Archi tects  Associat ion,  to  come to  the podium. 
The Greek Archi tects  Associat ion par t ic ipates  via  i ts  representat ive in  
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the Internat ional  Compet i t ion’s  Organizing Commit tee;  i t  par t ic ipates  
act ively and helps  a  great  deal  in  this  effor t .  
 
Mr NIKOLAOU :  

Thank you.  Good evening.  I  would also l ike to  welcome our  
foreign fr iends and congratulate  the Commit tee  for  a l l  the  work i t  has  
done so far .  I  a lso had the chance to  observe closely the Organizing 
Commit tee’s  work.  
 I  am here ,  because the Chairman could not  be here  today 
apparent ly  because something came up,  therefore  I  am completely  
unprepared.  We al l  real ize  the importance of  the Competi t ion.  There is  
no need to  go into detai ls .  I  would just  l ike  to  wish good luck and al l  
the  best .  
 
Mr KREMALIS :  

Thank you Mr Nikolaou.  I  would l ike Mr Dimitr is  Galanopoulos ,  
Doctor  of  Geophysics  who is  representat ive of  Cit izens Protect ion 
General  Secretar ia t  to  take the f loor .  
 
Mr GALANOPOULOS :  

Ladies  and gent lemen,  good evening.  On behalf  of  Mr Panagiot is  
Fourlas ,  General  Secretary of  Ci t izens Protect ion General  Secretar ia t ,  
I  would l ike  to  thank the President  of  Greece’s  Technical  Chamber  and 
the Organizing Commit tee ,  for  the  invi ta t ion addressed to  the Ci t izens 
Protect ion General  Secretary to  be present ,  in  today’s  Meet ing 
organized by the TCG, in  col laborat ion with the Internat ional  
Archi tects  Union and SADAS PEA. 
 I  would also l ike  to  t ransmit  the warmest  greet ings and most  
cordial  wishes  on behalf  of  the  Ci t izens  Protect ion General  Secretary 
Mr Panagiot is  Fourlas  and convey his  best  wishes ,  for  a  successful  
outcome of  today’s  Meet ing.  The Meet ing deals  with  the renewable  
energy resources  use in  biocl imat ic  archi tecture ,  the  protect ion 
infrast ructures  and immediate  recovery of  natural  disasters  vict ims.  
 The Ci t izens  Protect ion General  Secretar ia t  const i tutes  the  
inst i tut ional  Instrument ,  whose purpose is  researching,  designing,  
organizing and coordinat ing the act ion for  prevent ion,  readiness ,  
handl ing and providing information on the issues  of  natural ,  
technological  and other  big disasters .  
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The Cit izens Protect ion General  Secretar ia t  is  responsible  for  
coordinat ing the work and act ions of  deal ing with disasters ,  and for  
coordinat ing the rest i tut ion work for  the  damages.  In  the above 
projects  and act ions context ,  the  Ci t izens  Protect ion General  
Secretar ia t  is  interested in  encouraging and promoting new methods 
and technologies ,  which contr ibute  to  a  bet ter  and effect ive deal ing 
with the var ious disasters  consequences.  
 Our  country,  due to  i ts  special  ear th  tectonic  and cl imat ic  
condi t ions,  i t  has  a  wide range of  energy resources ,  which are  known 
as  renewable energy resources .  For  example,  wind,  solar ,  geothermal  
energy,  of  low,  medium and high enthalpy (heat  content) .  
 The Cit izens  Protect ion General  Secretar ia t  wishes  that  the  
mounting of  the Internat ional  Archi tects  Compet i t ion,  with the subject  
‘Biocl imat ic  Archi tecture  and renewable  energy resources  in  the 
service  of  vic t ims from big disasters’ ,  wi l l  contr ibute  posi t ively to  
facing the different  natural  disasters’  consequences.  
Thank you very much.  
 
Mr KREMALIS :  

Thank you Mr Galanopoulos .  And now I  wil l  ask Mrs Lisa  Siola ,  
to  address  the audience.  
 
Mrs SIOLA :  

Dear  f r iends and dis t inguished guests ,  in  my capaci ty  as  the 
Greek UIA Sect ion Director ,  and as  a  UIA Counci l  member ,  I  would 
also l ike to  greet  today’s  Meet ing,  by emphasizing some of  the aspects  
concerning this  internat ional  organizat ion,  as  wel l  as  the role  of  the 
Technical  Chamber’s  par t ic ipat ion in  i t .  
 Firs t ly ,  I  would l ike to  inform you of  my personal  view on the 
s ignif icance of  the par t ic ipat ion in  this  internat ional  organizat ion.  As 
we al l  know, developments  worldwide and the effects  thereof  on 
global izat ion tend to  regard the profession of  Engineers  and 
Archi tects ,  as  a  s imple commercial  act .  
 UIA has  mobil ized al l  i t s  potent ia l  in  defending the educat ion 
and profession of  archi tects ,  in  the  l ight  of  i ts  social  and cul tural  
value.  Thus,  I  bel ieve that  the  par t ic ipat ion and act ivat ion in  i ts  
entourage,  can offer  an effect ive re inforcement  and support  of  the  
values  offered by this  profession in  each country’s  society and 
his tory.  
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 The Internat ional  Union of  Archi tects  was founded in  1948 in  
Lausanne,-  do not  worry,  I  am not  going to  te l l  you the whole UIA 
his tory-  with the purpose to  uni te  archi tects  f rom al l  over  the world,  
i r respect ive of  re l igion,  archi tecture  opinions or  anything else .  And 22 
countr ies  s igned i ts  foundat ion.  
 Today,  the UIA members  are  more than 100 nat ional  sect ions 
represent ing the profession internat ional ly ,  at  the internat ional  
Organizat ions,  l ike UNESCO, the World Trade Organizat ion.  In  
general ,  i t  i s  the  off ic ial  inter locutor  of  a l l  in ternat ional  
organizat ions,  represent ing the Archi tects .  
 The Greek UIA sect ion and the Technical  Chamber,  par t ic ipate  
f rom the f i rs t  moment  of  i ts  foundat ion.  Greek representat ives  
par t ic ipated in  the  f i rs t  congress  in Lausanne.  Vasi l is  Kassandras  and 
Kostas  Kits ikis  represented the Technical  Chamber  in  that  f i rs t  
congress .  
 Since then,  we have had a  constant  part icipat ion,  with  the TCG 
support ,  so  that  we can achieve dis t inguished posi t ions  the ul t imate  
one being,  as  i t  has  a l ready been s t ressed,  the elect ion of  Mr Vasi l is  
Sgoutas  as  the UIA President .  
 Of  course ,  we are  also involved in  mult i faceted act ivi t ies  
through the programs and the act ions,  which is  why we are  c lass i f ied I  
think as  one of  the most  act ive UIA nat ional  sect ions.  
 Now, I  would l ike to  share  with you some thoughts  on the 
archi tecture  compet i t ion.  The natural  disasters  are  a  global  
phenomenon,  which t ranscends geographical  barr iers  spreading across  
a l l  geographical  longi tudes and la t i tudes  and al l  countr ies ,  r ich or  
poor .   
 The impact  surely differs ,  depending on the phenomenon’s  
intensi ty  and a  country’s  f inancial  s i tuat ion.  However ,  nowadays,  this  
is  not  absolutely cer ta in  and exactly  proport ional .  A case in  point  is  
the t ragedy caused in  New Orleans,  in  a  country which could or  can 
deal  with  a  natural  disaster  and i ts  impacts  in  a  more immediate  way.  
 As a  representat ive of  UIA`s Greek sect ion,  I  am convinced that  
this  archi tecture  compet i t ion wil l  contr ibute  to  mobil iz ing the global  
archi tects  community to  f ind technical  solut ions able  to  help deal  with  
large scale  calamit ies ,  for  instance to  guarantee immediate  housing for  
natural  disasters’  vic t ims,  unt i l  these people  can have a  permanent  
l iving environment  again;  in  other  words,  to  have a  human point  of  
reference,  in  which they wil l  temporar i ly  shel ter  the  memory of  a l l  the  
human losses  and the individual  and social  l i fe  f ramework destroyed.  
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 In today’s  society of  information disseminat ion and of  the 
global  effor t  to  dis t r ibute  the roles  among s ta tes  and nat ions,  we are  
not  just i f ied to  pretend ignorance or  indifference.  I  bel ieve with this  
archi tecture  compet i t ion,  we contr ibute  to  global  mobil izat ion on 
mit igat ing natural  disasters’  impact  on l i fe  and col lect ive people’s  
memory.  Good luck.  
Thank you very much.  
 
Mr KREMALIS :  

We thank UIA Greek sect ion’s  Chairman.  And I  would l ike to  
invi te  Mr Tochtermann Wolf ,  the  UIA Director  of  the  “Work Program 
of  Competi t ions”,  to  present  the issue “Internat ional  Competi t ions for  
Archi tects  and the role  of  UIA”.  Please Mr Tochtermann.  
 
Mr.  TOCHTERMANN WOLF: 

Ladies  and gent leman,  dear  col leagues and dear  fr iends,  le t  me 
say f i rs t  of  a l l  how happy I  am to be here  in  Athens and to  be with you 
tonight .  On behalf  of  the  Internat ional  Union of  Archi tects  I  
par t icular ly  thank the Technical  Chamber  of  Greece for  the invi ta t ion 
and the col leagues f rom the UIA Work Program on archi tecture  
renewable sources  for  launching an internat ional  compet i t ion on 
renewable energy sources  and biocl imat ic  archi tecture  for  shel ters  to  
shel t  people  affected by natural  disasters ;  i t  i s  a  very long t i t le .   
 This  ini t ia t ive  is  unique and welcome,  most  welcome,  and the 
compet i t ion we are launching tonight  is  s ignif icant ly  di fferent  from 
those,  UIA is  not  negot ia t ing and approving normally.   
 Most  of  the  compet i t ions ,  nat ional  or  internat ional ,  concern a  
bui lding,  a  group of  bui ldings or  an urban plan.  More or  less  
prest igious and UIA program, I  am responsible  for ,  c lear ly  shows this  
real i ty .   
 Shel ter  is  real ly  a subject  for  a  compet i t ion;  shel ter  is  not  
prest igious.  Not  in  the case of natural  or  manmade disasters ,  or  in  
considerat ion of  those who l ive in  precar ious  si tuat ions  in  a l l  par ts  of  
the world and I  would l ike to  expand the idea of  disasters  to  the 
real i ty  and many urban set t ings.   
 I  am talking about  the 1  bi l l ion people  who l ive in  squat ter  
set t lements  in  “bast iz” ,  “favelas”,  “barr ios”,  “quechuacontos”,  
“bindonvi l le”  in  many countr ies  of  the developing world,  but  a lso in  
industr ia l ized countr ies .   
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 Emergency sustainable  development ,  as  wel l  as  disaster  re l ief  
should become a major  concern of  our  profession in  the years  to  come.   
 During Ecolocr ium, a  seminar  I  a t tended in  Washington D.C.  
ear l ier  this  year ,  on the development  of  val idat ion and accredi ta t ion 
systems for  archi tects ,  that  is  my other  hat  in  UIA,  somebody 
ment ioned the fact  that  the  world populat ion has  by now reached the 
f igure of  6  bi l l ion people  and at  these are  al l  potent ia l  cl ients  for  the  
archi tects  and urban planners .   
 Such a  s ta tement  is  of  course  completely  unreal is t ic ,  when we 
see that  even in  industr ia l ized countr ies  only about  30 to  40% of  the 
bui l t  volume are  designed by archi tects .   
 In  countr ies  l ike Morocco this  f igure  goes down to less  than 5%.  
Ci t ies  of  250.000,  350.000,  500.000 are  current ly  been bui l t  by poor  
people .   
 Yes,  we want  to  increase our  social  commitment ,  we want  to  be 
preoccupied by the urban poor  and by those who are  vict ims of  
disasters .   

We have seen the las t  two years  natural  disasters  of  an almost  
unprecedented violence and we have seen wars  which have lef t  
hundreds of  thousands of  shel ter less  and homeless  people .   
 I  am happy and proud for  having been associated with this  
important  compet i t ion,  which cer ta inly show the invent iveness  of  
archi tects ,  we wil l  show hopeful ly ,  and in  emergency s i tuat ions.   
 May I  recal l  here  that  UIA compet i t ions  such as  the archi tect  as  
enabler  or  archi tecture  and poverty,  which was launched by our  f r iend 
Vasi l is  Sgoutas ,  i t  seems to  me in  l ine  with  the project  we are  
launching here  today.    

UIA compet i t ion program, which in  fact  s tar ted in  i ts  ear ly  years  
of  exis tence,  is  cer ta inly among the successful  act ivi t ies  of  the 
Internat ional  Union of  Archi tects .   
 Our  work is  based on an internat ional  recommendat ion adopted 
by the general  conference of  UNESCO in the ‘50s,  concerning a  set  of  
regulat ions  for  internat ional  compet i t ions  in  archi tecture  and urban 
planning.   

We s t i l l  c losely fol low the spir i t  of  these regulat ions and have 
helped many promoters  promote par ts  of  the world to  def ine their  
program and to  formulate  the  rules  of  their  in ternat ional  compet i t ions .  

Transparency,  anonymity and a  correct  fol low-up are  among the 
sal ient  points  of  our  work.  We pay ful l  a t tent ion to  the composi t ion of  
a  competent  and internat ional ly  wel l  balanced jury.  
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Thus,  many s ignif icant  bui ldings and urban developments   are  
the resul t  of  UIA approved compet i t ions ,  Sidney Opera House and 
Alexandria  Library have already been ment ioned,  as  wel l  as  the 
Astralat  de  France in  Par is ,  not  yet  bui l t ,  but  fol lowing a  compet i t ion 
of  this  year  or  las t  year ,  the  NATO Headquarters  in  Brussels ,  the 
Presidence Palace,  the  Counci l  Bui lding for  the European Union also 
in  Brussels ,  the Nam June Paik Museum in Korea,  which have been 
approved already and are  in  the way,  and current ly  been promoted the 
Nat ional  Library in  Prague,  a  New Adminis t ra t ive Capi ta l  in  Korea 
and so on.  

Compet i t ions  are  important  events  for  our  profession,  and many 
col leagues have s tar ted their  professional  career  with  a  successful  
par t ic ipat ion in  a  nat ional  or  internat ional  compet i t ion.    

Compet i t ion showed bet ter  than any other  manifesta t ion the 
current  thinking and possibi l i t ies  inte l lectual  as  wel l  as  technical  of  
the profession.  And I  hope that  by next  year  we wil l  see  for  this  
compet i t ion new ideas  concerning provis ion of  shel ter  for  those who 
are  in  desperate  s i tuat ions.   

Thank you again for  the ini t ia t ive of  this  compet i t ion and for  
your  commitment  in  this  par t icular  f ie ld .   

Thank you very much.    
 
Mr KREMALIS :  

Thank you Mr Tochtermann.  Thank you very much.  And now, Mr 
Fint ikakis ,  the  Director  of  a  UIA Working Programme,  t i t led ARES 
wil l  take the f loor  to  present  ARES role  and act ivi t ies .  

Please Mr Fint ikakis .  
 
Mr FINTIKAKIS :  

In  2002,  the idea of creat ing this  Internat ional  Work Programme 
“ARES” was put  forward,  with the support  of  Greece’s  Technical  
Chamber  and the Internat ional  Union of  Archi tects .  
 The thinking behind this  effor t  was that  the future  bui l t  
environment’s  form has to  be based on a  responsible  approach to  
nature  and on the sustainable  energy potent ia l  use ,  the  sun,  the  a i r ,  the  
water  or  the ear th ,  the  four  e lements  that  were the decoding of  the pre-
Socrat ic  phi losophers`  theory,  made by Aris tot le .  
 Archi tecture’s  role as  a  responsible  profession is  to  interpret  
this  observat ion.  For  the above reasons,  we reckoned that  the 
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Internat ional  Union of  Archi tects ,  which is  the  most  recognizable  
Internat ional  Archi tects’  Organizat ion,  ought  to  play a  leading role  in  
achieving a  solar ,  wind and biocl imat ic  archi tecture .  And an essent ia l  
s tep towards this  direct ion was the es tabl ishment  of  a  new 
internat ional  working group.  
 Greece has  indeed one of  the most  sui table  c l imat ic  condi t ions  
and cul tural  bedrock accordingly;  hence the emergence and evolut ion 
of  this  idea.  And that  is  why I  want  to  thank so much the Technical  
Chamber  of  Greece for  support ing al l  this  effor t ,  UIA`s Greek sect ion 
for  support ing i t  too with i ts  Director  Mrs Lisa  Siola ,  and Mr Vasi l is  
Sgoutas ,  who as  UIA`s Director  has  warmly supported this  idea and 
the working group’s  creat ion,  the  Managing Commit tee’s  members  
who are  here  today,  Mrs Vivi  Batsou and Mr Kremalis .  
 Of  course,  I  would also l ike to  thank the new UIA`s Presiding 
panel ,  a lso members  in  the Jury,  Mr Giancarlo  Ius ,  who is  Chairman of  
UIA`s  Region 1,  Mr Wolf  Tochtermann who is  the  UIA Compet i t ion’s  
Program Director  and my fr iend Manfred Hegger  who is  involved in  
the broader  role  of  viable  archi tecture .  
 Final ly ,  I  honest ly  thank you,  John Alavanos,  for  a l l  th is  work 
you are  doing and for  helping us  so much.  I  know that  this  is  par t  of  
your  ideology and cul ture .  
 The thematic  uni ts  included in  the Internat ional  working group’s  
program, are  re la ted to  the renewable  energy resources incorporat ion 
in  the bui l t ,  urban environment .  A second uni t  is  educat ion and 
t ra ining for  Archi tects  and Engineers  of  a l l  f ie lds .  
 For  this  reason,  the las t  three years ,  again with the TCG`s,  
UIA`s  and the Nat ional  Technical  Univers i ty  of  Athens help,  a  very 
big exhibi t ion was held in  Is tanbul ,  during the las t  Congress ,  
i l lust ra t ing the way of  teaching biocl imat ic  archi tecture  and renewable  
energy resources   in  the univers i t ies  of  the world.  We had 
approximately f i f ty  par t ic ipat ions from Univers i t ies  of  a l l  over  the 
world.  
 Final ly ,  this  working group’s  pr incipal  role  is  to  communicate  
information on renewable  energy resources ,  laws and regulat ions-  
being rather  promoted on a  European level  but  not  advanced on an 
internat ional  level  - ,  by means of  this  internat ional  archi tect  
compet i t ion.  
 we think that  wil l  real ly  ra ise  awareness  to  number  of  European 
Archi tects ,  and also f rom the Third World,  America and Austral ia ,  to  
share  with us  their  experiences  precisely about  this  crucial  issue;  
when af ter  a  natural  disaster  there  is  no electr ic i ty  or  water  supply,  
nor  are  the basic  l iving condi t ions met ,  what  could Archi tects  possibly 
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think of  to  draw these from the immediate  environment  and offer  them 
affordably,  fas t  and effect ively to  big natural  disasters  vict ims.  
 Final ly ,  I  want  to  inform you that  a l l  the  Internat ional  working 
group’s  act ivi t ies  in  the las t  four  years  can be accessed on the 
Technical  Chamber’s  Publ ic  Rela t ions  websi te ,  as  wel l  on the UIA 
websi te .  On the websi te  you can have al l  the  necessary information on 
your  par t ic ipat ion in  the working group’s  act ions and in  the 
compet i t ion in  general .  
 Mrs Karavasi l i -  whom I  thank very much-  wil l  take on form 
here ,  and wil l  explain to  you more about  the compet i t ion,  for  as  a  
Technical  Commit tee  member  has  t ruly offered al l  her  experience as  
Director  and basical ly ,  in  charge of the environmental  issues  a t  the  
Minist ry  of  Publ ic  Works in  the  las t  years ,  in  this  compet i t ion’s  
creat ion and running.  
 This  compet i t ion wil l  last  2  years .  The f i rs t  includes  the 
compet i t ion’s  process  and the entr ies  submission.  You wil l  f ind i t  on 
the s i te  which wil l  be  uploaded on the Technical  Chamber  and the 
Internat ional  Union of  Archi tects’  websi tes  from November  2n d .  

In  2007 the awards wil l  be  announced in  Athens and in  2008,  in  
Torino.  
 To wrap up,  I  would l ike to  announce,  as  i t  happens in  a l l  
in ternat ional  compet i t ions ,  the  Internat ional  Jury members ,  who are  
the fol lowing:  Farrando Jordi ,  UIA`s General  Secretary,  Giancarlo Ius ,  
UIA`s Region 1 Chairman and is  present  today,  Wolf  Tochtermann,  the 
compet i t ions  Program Director  and his  experience in  the f inal  
select ion wil l  be  very valuable ,  Manfred Hegger ,  co-Director  of  the  
viable  development  Program and with  great  exper ience on the 
renewable energy resources ,  Mrs Patcount  Patr ic ia  f rom Canada,  
Professor  a t  the  Archi tecture  Facul ty in  Canada,  with long experience 
in  renewable energy resources  issues ,  Mr Mutisu,  Archi tect  f rom 
Kenya,-  we have made sure  that  the  Jury members  come from al l  over  
the world-  former  UIA  member ,  and the col league from Turkey,  
Komout  Emine,  who has  indeed offered a  lot  in  the natural  disasters  
f ie ld .  
 As far  as  Greece is  concerned,  members  of  the  Commit tee  wil l  
be Lisa  Siola ,  Nikos Belavi las ,  who represents  and is  Professor  a t  the  
NTUA and is  among the keen supporters  of  the environmental  
protect ion and renewable energy resources ,  Panagiot is  
Georgakopoulos ,  Archi tects  Associat ion Chairman and me,  as  the 
Greek and Internat ional  Work Sect ion Chairman.  
 Thank you for  your  a t tent ion.  Mrs Karavasi l i  wi l l  now give us  
data .  
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Mrs SIOLA :  

Please Mrs Karavasi l i… Before  Mrs Karavasi l i  takes  the f loor  to  
complete  the f i rs t  par t ,  Mr Giancarlo  Ius ,  wi l l  make a  short  
announcement  on the Torino issue I  think.  
 
Mr. IUS GIANCARLO: 

Yes,  I  would l ike to  make an invi ta t ion to  you,  next  July 2008;  
we are  going to  have the Congress  of  UIA in Torino,  so I  real ly  would 
l ike to  invi te  you to  par t ic ipate  to  this  UIA Congress ,  each t ree  years  
we do i t .  Last  t ime was in  Is tanbul ,  next  t ime is  Torino in  I ta ly .  I  
would real ly  l ike to  see you al l  par t ic ipat ing in  this  event  that  for  
archi tects  of  the world is  the moment  to  meet  and to  discuss  about  the 
l i fe  of  archi tects ,  about  archi tectural .  
 This  t ime we think we have a  good team for  the subject  of  the 
congress ,  I  th ink is  real ly  important ,  i s  t ransmit t ing archi tectural .  Not  
in  the way only of  t ransmit t ing through the reviews and magazines  of  
the  sector ,  but  l ike  democrat ic  act ion t ransmit  the  archi tecture  to  a l l  
c i t izens,  hoping that  everybody that  can par t ic ipate  in  the debate .  
Meet  me please in  Torino,  29 t h  of  June-  3 r d  of  July 2008.   
 Thank you very much.   
 
Mr KREMALIS :  

I  wi l l  now cal l  Μ rs  Margari ta  Karavasi l i ,  Archi tect  and Urban 
planner ,  in  charge of ,  as  you may have heard,  the  Technical  
Commit tee ,  to  expand on the subject  “Viable  housing for  populat ion 
hi t  by natural  disasters ,  through the renewable energy resources  use 
and biocl imat ic  archi tecture”;  I  personal ly  want  to  thank her  myself  
for  a l l  the  work she has  done and s t i l l  does .  
Please.  
 
Mrs KARAVASILI :  

I  would l ike to  thank al l  of  you and par t icular ly  Mr Yiannis  
Alavanos,  President  of  the Technical  Chamber  of  Greece,  for  
support ing this  important  ini t ia t ive.  

Thanks also to  Mr.  Fint ikakis ,  who has  bel ieved that  I  could 
serve this  Internat ional  Archi tectural  Compet i t ion,  giving me the 
honour  and the opportuni ty  to  take par t  in  the preparat ion of  this  
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compet i t ion on a  theme concerning Biocl imat ic  Archi tecture  in  which 
I  deeply bel ieve,  support  and f ight  for  many years .  
 I  am the responsible  person of  the compet i t ion Technical  
Commit tee ,  which comprises  four  special is t  in  the  subject ,  Mr.  
Kyriakos Pipinis ,  Archi tect ,  Mrs.  Terpsi  Kremali ,  Archi tect  and 
Landscape Archi tect  and Mr.  Aris  Ktor idis ,  web-si te  adminis t ra tor ,  
whom I  would l ike  to  thank for  the ass is tance and support ;  f rom the 
beginning we work intensively al l  together  hoping in  developing and 
managing as  wel l  as  possible  this  extremely interest ing compet i t ion,  
due to  the par t icular i t ies  of  the theme,  to  give the opportuni ty  to  
archi tects  a l l  over  the world to propose new,  innovat ive ideas  for  
susta inable  archi tecture  to  shel ter  people  affected by natural  disasters .    
 My current  speech is  actual ly an effor t  to  explain -  to  put  i t  
r ight  –  basic  e lements  on the major  chal lenges of  our  t ime,  re la ted 
with  c l imate  change and natural  disasters ,  as  also on the compet i t ion 
theme.   
 Besides  sol idar i ty ,  archi tecture  needs vis ion and fai th  as  wel l .  
Therefore ,  to  depart  f rom the  vis ion,  I  bel ieve that  having fai th  in  a  
modern archi tectural  ideal  can open our  eyes  for  a  col lect ive memory.  
And precisely this  memory can lead to  a  journey to  the past ,  which we 
need to  spot l ight  remarkable  works bequeathed by men and lead us  to  
the or igins  of  biocl imat ic  archi tecture ,  which is  good archi tecture .  
 We need to  meet  with  r ightness ,  prudence,  logic ,  inspirat ion,  
imaginat ion and wisdom, which character ise  t radi t ional  set t lements ,  
t radi t ional  archi tecture  and the works of  anonymous people  when they 
constructed bui ldings to  house their  famil ies  under  the necessary 
warmth and comfort .  

My presentat ion is  based on three axes:  An introductory one to  
demonstrate  the exis t ing l ink between the current  ser ious 
environmental  problems,  as  c l imat ic  change,  with  natural  disasters  
happened more and more frequent ly and causing ser ious damage to  
economy,  society and environment;  a  second axe to  address  natural  
disaster’s  consequences on human l ives  and natural  ecosystems;  and 
f inal ly  a  third  axe to  explain how the Internat ional  Archi tectural  
Compet i t ion is  l inked to  the above-ment ioned issues .  
 Of  course,  many important  e lements  have already been s t ressed 
by other  speakers  and especial ly  by Mr Sgoutas  he has  par t icular ly  
t ruly  pictured the compet i t ion’s  purposes  rela ted to  the fact  that  we 
l ive in  t imes where we are  a l l  affected by cl imat ic  changes impacts ,  
such as  natural  disasters .   

This  fact ,  that  i t  was just  a  theory which has  been quest ioned by 
many for  years ,  i t  i s  now unfortunately confirmed by researches and 
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evidences and by the frequency and wildness  of  natural  disasters ;  the  
la t ter  are  intensif ied more and more,  and become more sudden and 
even affect  countr ies  that  were not  used to  such disasters  in  the past .  
 We are  now more than wel l  aware of  the increased convent ional  
energy’s  product ion and consumption responsibi l i ty  in  Cl imate  
Change,  due to  greenhouse gas  emissions.  We are  a lso more than wel l  
aware of  the fact  that  we need to  reduce energy product ion and 
consumption as  wel l ,  not  only in  industry and t ransport  but  a lso in  the 
bui lding sector ,  which need energy for  heat ing,  cool ing,  hot  water  use 
product ion and electr ical  insta l la t ions.  Energy consumption,  
contr ibutes  to  carbon dioxide product ion,  which is  the pr incipal  cause 
of  the greenhouse effect  phenomenon.  
 Natural  disasters  affect  direct ly or  indirect ly  a l l  of  us  through 
the cost  recovery witch is  undertaken by society;  as  natural  disasters  
for  most  of  us  happen only through te levis ion,  we are  being more and 
more habi tuated to  f r ightening images of  spectacular  disasters ,  human 
l ives  loss  and misery,  unconceivable  for  people  in  the past .  The most  
recent  examples  are  the incredible  disasters  due to  El  Niño 
phenomenon,  to  “Katr ina”,  and more recent ly  to “ tsunami”…  

Such “charming” names given to  descr ibe such extremely 
dramatic  s i tuat ions. . .   

  These s i tuat ions,  due to  natural  disasters ,  together  with  
other  environmental  impacts  re la ted also to  the c l imate  change,  such 
as  depopulat ion,  deser t i f icat ion,  deforesta t ion – where more and more 
areas  are  deser ted -  drought ,  shor tage of  water ,  e tc ,  forcing 
populat ions to  move,  create  a  wholly new evidence,  s ince the human 
losses  increase.  
 We should add of  course the increased f inancial  cost  by 
rehabi l i ta t ion of  damages caused to  the environment  and to  society -  
human propert ies  and l ives  –  that  affect  di rect ly  the  internat ional  
economic system.   And we should point  out  that  as  a  resul t ,  the  
biggest  insurance Organisat ions in  the world are  those who invest  
nowadays in  saving our  c l imate  and planet ,  exact ly  because of  the 
f inancial  burden of  compensat ions they are  faced with.  

The las t  two decades we know that  more than 200 mil l ion people  
suffer  f rom the impact  of  unusual  phenomena every year ;  due to  
natural  disasters ,  some lose their  l ives  and many more get  injured,  
lose  their  propert ies  or  become homeless .  And we al l  real ise  even 
from our  TV screen,  the psychological  condi t ion of  these populat ions 
who are  usual ly  poor ,  and how much they need rel ief ,  a  house that  wil l  
make them feel  safe  and calm af ter  the disasters`  shock.  
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In fact ,  i f  we take into account  that  by 2025 half  of  the 
populat ion wil l  l ive  in  dangerous zones,  zones a l ready specif ied by 
scient is ts  that  they wil l  face terr ible  s torms and very extreme weather  
condi t ions,  we real ise  the magni tude of the problem. Populat ions 
become homeless  and unprotected,  scared,  of ten injured and wai t ing 
for  help.  

Fortunately the Internat ional  Community supports  them. 
Sol idar i ty  is  present ,  as  wel l  as  the vis ion,  the cohesion and humanity 
organisat ions voluntar ism.  Many NGOs rush to  help.  These posi t ive 
act ions give us  hope to  keep al ive our  “dream” for  a  bet ter  future .   

However ,  we are  conscious that  the  s i tuat ion is  expected to  get  
worse,  especial ly  in  the south hemisphere  areas  which are faced to  
more crucial  problems.  

The chal lenges and di lemmas are  many,  and so are  the quest ions,  
given the fact  that  we are  faced with the 21s t  century chal lenges for  
susta inable  development ,  in  spi te  of  the  fact  that  the  Internat ional  
Community col laborates  to  f ind viable  solut ions  and there  is  a  great  
co-ordinat ion of  effor ts .  We ought  to  deal  with and br idge the gap 
between immediate ,  fas t  and effect ive handl ing of  natural  disasters  
resul ts ,  wi th  the development  of  viable  shel ter ing solut ions conduct ing 
towards sustainabi l i ty .  Act ion which is  of ten not  easy to  do;  i t  i s  put  
on hold and there  is  no interest ,  due to  the urgent  need to  hurry and 
f ind solut ions quickly than to  proceed in  innovat ions.  

These contradictor ies  guide effor ts  to  f ind ways providing to  
c i t izens,  governmental  or  non-governmental  organisat ions,  which act  
voluntar i ly ,  and to  local  governments  with specif ic  guidel ines ,  
specif icat ions and best  pract ices  which could easi ly  be implemented 
each t ime that  natural  disaster  issue ar ises .  in  order  to  understand 
bet ter  possibi l i t ies  offered by innovat ive archi tecture  and technology.   

These are  the di lemma and the chal lenges to  which this  
par t icular  compet i t ion has  to  respond.  

Give answers  on how we can act  immediately,  giving viable  
solut ions  not  to  the detr iment  of the  environment ,  and spread a  
universal  message;  a  message of  archi tecture’s  possibi l i ty  as  ar t  and 
science to offer  good l i fe  condi t ions  not  only to  the  weal thy with  their  
vi l las  and impressive mansions,  but  a lso the major i ty  of  people ,  who 
are  poor .   

Many programs have been proposed and are  now at  the 
internat ional  community’s  disposal ;  the  internat ional  community  
envisages to  reconci l ing these two facts  we mentioned ear l ier .  I t  i s  
very act ive but  i t  a l l  depends exclusively on par t ic ipat ion,  
communicat ion,  information and al l  groups involved par t ic ipat ion-  
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responding also to  the main sustainable  development  issues .  Surely 
you real ise  how important  this  par t ic ipat ion,  col laborat ion and 
sol idar i ty  is ,  especial ly  in  emergency s i tuat ions.  

United Nat ions Organisat ion Habi tat  a  leading is  played a  major  
role  in  natural  disasters  prevent ion,  and care  for  immediate  vict ims’  
rehabi l i ta t ion,  by applying the Habi tat  Agenda pr inciples ,  which is  a  
text  of  pol i t ics  and s t ra tegy,  co-s igned by al l  governments  of  the 
world,  on a  global  scale .  

Habi ta t  Agenda for  human set t lements  promises  heal thy,  safe ,  
equal ,  viable  set t lements  and houses  for  a l l .  

Uni ted Nat ions Organisat ion,  Habi ta t  sect ion has a lso a  very 
essent ia l  role  inside the United Nat ions Program for  managing natural  
disasters  r isk.  A very important  program with numerous act ions and 
examples  a l ready appl ied in  cases  when such natural  disasters  took 
place and there  needed to  be rehabil i ta t ion.  Best  pract ices  examples  
have been used,  especial ly ,  in  the case of  Katr ina hurr icane,  where 
there  were some real ly  good housing examples  in  sustainable  
set t lements .  

Habi ta t  Agenda and the las t  decade’s  t rends on the sustainable  
housing of  populat ions involve a  new integrated approach and another  
way of  thinking.  To shel ter  affected people  does not  respond only to  
people’s  need for  safety,  equal  condi t ions of  l iving,  suff ic iency and 
sui table  housing,  but  a lso,  to  providing environmental  eff ic iency and 
qual i ty  of  l i fe .   

A shel ter ,  in  our  t ime,  has  to  be  an eff ic ient  construct ion that  
can guarantee a  comfortable  way of  l iving under  any weather  
condi t ions,  by making rat ional  use and saving of  natural  resources .  

The integrat ion of  biocl imat ic  archi tectural  pr inciples  in  any 
project  could offer  the best  answers;  using a  sustainable  archi tecture  
design and a  sustainable  construct ion fol lowing natural  laws and 
nature’s  economy,  and,  when possible ,  integrat ing in  the shel l  
eff ic ient  solar  systems and clean innovat ive techniques widely spread 
in  many par ts  of  the world,  is  lying on equal i ty ,  sol idar i ty ,  fe l lowship,  
human digni ty ,  appreciat ion and co-operat ion.  

Using sustainabi l i ty  approach on mater ia ls ,  construct ion 
durabi l i ty,  use  of  solar  energy and air ing in  basic  infrast ructures  –  
water  supply,  drains ,  heat ing,  e lectr ic i ty  and l ight  –  even in  case of 
emergency to  shel ter  people  affected by natural  disasters ,  could fulf i l  
acceptable  qual i ty  l i fe  condi t ions and environmental  protect ion.   

Integrat ing susta inabi l i ty  issues a lso in  planning respect ing the 
s i te  topography,  landscape and natural  resources  and taking into 
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considerat ion of  the appropriate  area s ize  in  re la t ion to  number of  i ts  
inhabi tants  and spaces  could create  sustainable  human set t lements .   

In  addi t ion,  these viable  solut ions should have a  reasonable  
pr ice ,  s ince i t  fulf i ls  a l l  the  above.  So that  archi tecture  becomes a  
consumption product  avai lable  for  the big masses  and not  only to  some 
pr ivi leges  people .   

We should demonst rate  that  high qual i ty  and performance 
sustainable  archi tecture  is  able  to  be used also by the upper  c lasses  to  
cover  their  needs and expenses .  

The United Nat ions Organisat ion and especial ly  the Human 
Set t lements  Sect ion (Habi tat  Program),  has  a l ready designed 
programs,  innovat ions in  housing solut ions,  put t ing great  emphasis  on 
prefabricat ion,  in  other  words easy ways to  make this  rehabi l i ta t ion 
possible;  a  temporary rehabi l i ta t ion of  natural  disasters  vict ims.  

Secondly,  i t  has  a l ready set  programs for  deal ing with urban 
planning,  i .e .  s tar t ing from the house nucleus and then moving to  the 
community,  to  neighbourhood,  to  dis t r ic t  and to  urban planning 
segment ,  es tabl ishing infrast ructure  works needed to  help survive a 
whole populat ion.  Here we ta lk  about  t remendously big numbers  
aff l ic ted by natural  disasters .  

Habi ta t  Agenda,  the internat ional  t rends and especial ly  this  
compet i t ion focus on showing that  renewable  energy is  for  the  poor as  
wel l .  Biocl imat ic  archi tecture ,  good archi tecture ,  should be for  
everyone and not  for  the few.  

So,  f rom theory to  act ion humanity  is  experiment ing with 
sustainable  housing as  the a im.  Most  of  the t imes the occasion are  
these emergencies  whereby the opportuni ty  for  accommodat ing big 
populat ion groups is  given.  

At  this  point  we could mention an example to  enr ich the 
presentat ion;  photovol taic-roofed houses  have been already 
constructed for  populat ions hi t  by Katr ina.  These are  small  houses ,  
completely  energy autonomous,  using in  other  words solar  energy for  
providing l ight  and hot  water .  

Instead of  miserable  camps – s lums – of  past  improvised tents  or  
lodgings used to  shel ter  affected people ,  which most  of  the t imes,  
were unsui table  for  winter  and summer and impossible  for  people  to  
l ive in  and be cured now, new ideas  come,  s t i l l  in  their  ear ly  days,  not  
wel l  co-ordinated so far ,  offer ing necessary viable  l i fe  condi t ions .   

Vis-à-vis  this  compet i t ion,  le t  us  dream and hope that  
concerning the a l ready exist ing ideas  and the ones to  come,  we wil l  be 
able  to  make good use of  them and communicate  them to the global  
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community and par t icular ly  to  the archi tects  who need to  be aware of  
the modern chal lenges.  

Thus,  the Internat ional  compet i t ion in  quest ion,  with  the long 
but  concise  t i t le , -  includes a  major  chal lenge,  an important  theme that  
in  my opinion can sensi t ize  not  only new archi tects ,  but  a lso 
experienced ones,  professionals  who have a  long s tanding experience.  
I t  i s  a  great  chal lenge working for  humans,  for  sol idar i ty  and 
archi tecture  i tse l f ,  which needs to be upgraded and t ransmit ted to  
everyone.  

Well ,  th is  compet i t ion organised by the Technical  Chamber  of  
Greece,  the  Internat ional  Union of Archi tects ,  and ARES Working 
Programme under  this  important  compet i t ion theme,  wil l  respond  to  
new chal lenges resul t ing by natural  disasters  impacts  on the 
environment  and people ,  and to  chal lenges ar is ing by the need to  
implement  viable  measures  to  combat  c l imat ic  change,  through 
increased energy eff ic iency.  

Achieving energy eff ic iency,  even in  a  very smal l  bui lding,  
making i t  energy autonomous and so in  a  whole  neighbourhood or  a  
c i ty ,  i f  we had the t ime to  look at  some f igures ,  we could avoid tons 
and tons of  carbon dioxide and at  the  same t ime,  save important  
quant i ty  of  convent ional  fuels  used.  So we could understand even 
bet ter  how important  i t  i s  for  the  planet  and for  our  l i fe  and the 
environmental  protect ion,  to  provide sustainable  shel ters ,  energy 
autonomous housing uni ts ,  as  much as  they can be autonomous of  
course,  depending on i ts  locat ion.  

Biocl imat ic  concept  in  bui lding design in  the las t  two decades 
has  had var ious names:  sustainable  archi tecture,  green archi tecture ,  
ecological  archi tecture .  I t  br ings back old good ideas  of  urban ecology 
or  of  ecology in  general ,  and has  indeed revolut ionised bui lding 
design and construct ion in  the majori ty  of  European and developed 
world countr ies .         

And what  is  for?  Because the f i rs t  and most  fundamental  
measure  to  resolve the universal  environmental  cr is is  i tse l f  and the 
cl imate  is  the decrease of  the increased energy consumption.  That  is  
the  only means to  f ight  c l imat ic  changes and secure the environmental  
protect ion.                                 

This  ecological  or  sustainable  approach has  been legis la ted in  
many countr ies  and is  enshrined in  regulat ions.  In  Greece these 
regulat ions are  under  way.  Short ly ,  the new EU Direct ives  on 
Building’s  Energy Eff ic iency shal l  be in  effect .  

However ,  green bui ldings have not  come out  of  nowhere.  They 
are  a  cont inuat ion of  good archi tecture  and elements  massively used in  
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the past  to  bui l t  t radi t ional  shel ls  and set t lements .  In  Greece we were 
lucky to  have a  very r ich t radi t ion in  biocl imat ic  t radi t ional  
archi tecture ,  so we have an enormous experience coming from the 
past .  They sat isfy to  a  great  extent  their  users  needs,  minimize the 
impacts  on the environment ,  and protect  the  inhabi tant’s  heal th  and 
the natural  ecosystems.  And they general ly  comply with  the 
sustainabi l i ty  demands.  

I t  i s  therefore  essent ial  and this  is  what  the  Compet i t ion wants  
to  highl ight ;  to  inform and disseminate  information concerning the 
new rules  and condi t ions for  the archi tect’s  profession in  a l l  the  
countr ies  of  the world and the possibi l i t ies  offered by innovat ive clean 
technologies  and by the good Archi tecture  i tself  to  save natural  
resources  and l imit  CO2 emissions.  Very of ten,  due to  speed and 
prof i t ,  we tend to  forget  or  underest imate  these e lements .  

The chal lenge of  offer ing a  safe  temporary house,  with  eff ic ient  
insulat ion,  effect iveness  and energy autonomy is ,  in  our  t ime,  the only 
solut ion to  develop a  more effect ive and immediate  natural  disaster’s  
r isk management  and that  is  exact ly  a  major  problem on a  global  scale .  

Regarding the choice of  Technical  Chamber  of  Greece to  
propose and support  this  ini t ia t ive,  and touch upon a  subject  much 
more important  and ser ious  than ever ,  as  TCG President  has  a l ready 
explained i t ,  I  personal ly  bel ieve that  th is  is  the  t ime for  Technical  
Chamber  to  make more effor ts  t ransmit t ing the message resul t ing of  
the  compet i t ion theme and of  par t ic ipants  proposi t ions  and expanding 
proposals  towards the internat ional  community.  

 New archi tects  are  not  suff ic ient ly  informed and this  should 
change.  Internat ional  Community should s tar t  doing some self-
examinat ion and exchange views and experiences  on these issues .  On 
the natural  disasters  issue,  which is  i f  you l ike,  a  fer t i le  ground,  
unfor tunately-  we al l  wish there  were not  any natural  disasters  -  
nonetheless ,  they do exis t  and we have to  cope with them. 

This  compet i t ion apar t  f rom sensi t iz ing,  i t  a lso promotes  the 
role  of  biocl imat ic  archi tecture ,  not  only of  contemporary bui ldings 
but  a lso of  temporary shel l  uni ts ,  that  should be constructed quickly in  
condi t ions  bet ter  than in  the past  and instal led to  accommodate  people  
in  need and those who have suddenly lost  everything.  

The solut ions proposed by the archi tects  a l l  over  the world,  can 
and should be ut i l ized by the internat ional  Community.  

Let  us  say now a few words about  Competi t ion Regulat ion.  As 
you know the judgment  wil l  be  made by an important  Internat ional  
Jury,  a l ready announced by Mr.  Nikos Fint ikakis .  The compet i t ion is  
supported by an organizer  who takes  the ini t iat ive and supposedly 
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obeys the regulat ions f ixed,  fol lowing the general  f ramework of  
UNESCO regulat ions and have been accepted in  unanimity by the 
Internat ional  Union of  Archi tects .  I t  real ly  conforms to  guarantee and 
protect  the anonymity,  to  enhance exchange of  experience and 
internat ional  dialogue on the theme,  as  a lso to  guarantees  the 
evaluat ion of  possibly many entr ies  coming to  the compet i t ion.  

Therefore,  the  Compet i t ion Regulat ion wil l  be  accessible  
through the compet i t ion web-si te  by the 1s t  November,  which is  the 
compet i t ion off ic ia l  opening day.   

The pr incipal  compet i t ion dates  can be also found in  the leaf le t  
dis t r ibuted to  you as  a lso in  the compet i t ion web-si te .  The durat ion of  
the  compet i t ion is  2 years  (unt i l  2008) .  From that  point  onwards,  in  
2008,  we wil l  have the events  on information,  disseminat ion,  awards 
exhibi t ion and the events  that  wil l  take place on behalf  of  the 
Internat ional  Union of  Archi tects  and here  in  Greece as  wel l .   

I  would l ike to  thank you for  your  a t tent ion.  And i f  you need 
la ter  on,  a t  the  end,  any addi t ional  information on the compet i t ion 
specif icat ions,  I  wil l  be  glad to  help you.  

 
Thank you very much.  
 

Mr KREMALIS :  
Thank you Mrs Margari ta  Karavasil i .  I  bel ieve i t  was a  very 

interest ing presentat ion and speech.  I  focus on one of  the cr i ter ia  she 
set .  In  my opinion,  i t  i s  extremely important  how fast  we can respond 
to  creat ing these construct ions  whose purpose wil l  be  to  accommodate  
the  natural  disasters  vic t ims.  Thus,  i t  i s  very important .  

In  addi t ion,  i t  i s  a  t rue chal lenge and we hope everyone wil l  
s tar t  asking quest ions and think.  A short  break could be useful  for  
this .  We wil l  take a  short  break and in 10 minutes  we wil l  re turn to  
our  seats  please.  

 
   10 -  Minute  break 
 

Mr KREMALIS :  
Μ r  Manfred,  UIA`s WP Chai rman on “Sustainable  Archi tecture” 

wil l  present  the  issue ”Urgent  intervent ions to  manage the impact  of  
natural  disasters  in  a  sustainable  way”.   

Μ r  Manfred,  please.  
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Mr. HEGGER MANFRED: 
Let  me f i rs t  of  a l l  thank you very much for  the invi ta t ion and for  

the  possibi l i ty  to  speak to  you.  As archi tects  we usual ly  speak with 
pictures ,  photographs,  projects ,  and I  thought  I ’d  do the same here ,  
but  I  found out  very soon that  i t  i s  not  possible  to  react  with pictures  
and that  makes this  compet i t ion so interest ing,  because we have to  
think extremely new in terms of  get t ing pictures,  get t ing the r ight  
immetry to  what  the  subject  and the possible  resul ts  of  the  compet i t ion 
is .   
 So,  f i rs t  of  a l l ,  my respect  and my congratulat ions to  issue the 
Internat ional  Compet i t ion on such an important  issue,  not  yet  
mainstream at  a l l  in  a  compet i t ion;  so i t ’s  a  completely new round.   
 When I  f inal ized my s ta tement  I  looked from my hotel  window 
direct ly  a t  the  Acropol is ,  a  wonderful  view,  thank you for  the careful  
choice of  this  hote l  and i ts  locat ion.  

The Acropol is  a t  f i rs t  s ight  s tands for  the exact  opposi te  of  
urgent  intervent ion,  i t ’s  thoughtful ly  planned,  impressive in  locat ion 
and scale ,  i t  has  survived thousands of  years  and disasters ,  less  
naturals  than warfare ,  and i t  i s  capi ta l ly  archi tecture ,  as  we cal l  i t ,  
Archi tecture  with a  capi ta l  A.    
 One might  say i t ’s  not  exact ly  habi table  any more,  but  cer ta inly 
i t  i s  sustainable  in  many ways.   
 One the other  hand,  the compet i t ion subject ,  need for  quick 
react ion for  unseen  foreseen events ,  no t ime for  careful  planning,  case 
or iented.   At  somet imes the impression even is ,  i t ’s  not  planned,  i t ’s  
unplanned,  i t ’s  no planning and i t ’s  a  short  of  model ing throw when 
you have these occasions.   
 The subject  of  the  compet i t ion quest ions  this  approach 
for tunately,  so i t  does  not  quest ion that  natural  disasters  happen and 
that  occurrence and locat ion can not  be foreseen,  a lso not  that  scope .  
 We can not  escape natural  disasters ,  they do happen and they 
tend to  happen more and more and even more fearful ly   with  manmade 
cl imate  change as  we heard before .   
 As an archi tect  and as  a  member of  a  jury I  usual ly  t ry  to  put  
myself  into  the role of  a  par t ic ipator  and I  have done this  a lso with 
this  compet i t ion and when you s tart ,  you f i rs t  s tar t  with a  few 
hypotheses  on this .  

And the f i rs t  hypothesis  I  would have on this  compet i t ion is  a  
proact ive planning approach to  natural  disasters  may al low for  quicker  
react ion and a  much bet ter  f i t  to  the s i tuat ion.   
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 In fact  we know a lot  of  about  types  of  natural  disasters ;  we 
know much about  most  endangered zones,  especial ly  with regard to  
ear thquakes,  to  volcanoes and to  f loods and we have most  detai led 
c l imat ic  data  on these regions.  
 We know about  personal  and social  needs,  about  very specif ic  
cul tural  backgrounds of  the people  l iving there ,  but  the aid usual ly  is  
unspecif ic .   I t  i s  food,  blankets ,  tents .   

And I  think there  is  no,  with  the compet i t ion is  a  great  chance to  
escape this  s tandard solut ion,  which is  no solut ion in  the end,  
especial ly for  some specif ic  regions.   

Archi tects  and their  knowledge and imaginat ion can help to  
provide bet ter ,  more specif ic  a id  and planning,  for  different  s i tuat ions,  
without  a l ienat ing people  f rom cul tural  backgrounds.   
 A second hypothesis  would be -I  am only guessing of  course and 
i t  i s  my hypothesis-  f i rs t  a id  insta l la t ions usual ly  las t  much longer  
than expected.  We have his tory of  long l i fe  improvisat ion and shel ters .   

We al l  know of  refugees’  camps meant  to  be short  l i fe  but  
las t ing for  years  or  decades even .  Tents  maybe ideal  for  some cl imat ic  
regions,  they are  cer ta inly not  for  others .   We have heard about  tent  
c i t ies  cr ippl ing self  in i t ia t ive and outbreak act ion.  I  am sure  that  this  
compet i t ion wil l  not  only present  biocl imat ic  new ideas  and opt ions,  
but  a lso shel ter  sui table  for  extension,  for  self  help,  for  own ini t ia t ive 
and col laborat ion,  which wil l  be  racial ly  avai lable  in  urgencies .    
 And I  think i t  should be also shel tered to  ident i fy  with  and to  
adopt  long term.   

As Siola  Lisa  said,  the br idge  between emergency rel ief  and 
sustainable  development  needs to  be closed.  Only in  rare  cases  and for  
some societ ies  I  think the shor t - term shel ter  approach is  real ly  the  
thing which is  appl icable…and remountable  this  could be or  easi ly  to  
be integrated into  natural  mater ial  c i rcles .  

In  other  cases  long-term help is  needed but  i t  needs to  react  
quickly.  Long-term effects ,  short - term help,  long-term usabi l i ty  and 
expendabi l i ty .  
 And another  hypothesis  of  me would be,  i f  more and more 
natural  disasters  are  the  resul t  of  unsustainable  global  development ,  
the  a id  should address  sustainabi l i ty ,  as  a  major  means for  long-term 
stabi l i ty ,  and this  can be put  forward by appropriate  sustainable  a id  
best .      
 One could also put  i t  in  another  way,  disrupt ion and catastrophe 
is  disasters ,  but  as  any breaking point  in  l i fe  there  is  a  chance to  s tar t  
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from scratch and to  s tar t  in  a  sustainable  way,  especial ly  in  these 
s i tuat ions.   
 What  can sustainabi l i ty  means in  the condi t ions  of  natural  
disasters  and help for  natural  disasters?  Usual ly  when we ta lk  about  
susta inabi l i ty  we put  the  act ion under  three headings:  

 Ecological  aspects  
 Economic  aspects   
 Social  cul tural  aspects .   

 The arguments  may as  wel l  appear  under  different  headings,  but  
ecological  would be that  we careful ly  watch nature  and natural  
physical  surroundings before  changing them, and inf luencing them, 
regarding possible  negat ive outcomes short- term and long-term,  that  
we should choose for  help appropriate  locat ions for  a id ,  a l lowing 
rebui lding on new al locat ion.   
 Sometimes rebui lding ci t ies  may be appropriate ,  sometimes 
rebui lding is  not  because the locat ion is  endangered.  Anyway,  so we 
need new al locat ions .  
 We also might  choose appropriate  shel ter  mater ia ls  a l lowing 
self-help underl ing biocl imat ic  condi t ions  and extendibi l i ty.   
 Economical ly  sustainabi l i ty  with  regard to  a id  may regard the 
long-term cost  of  a id  of  a  long l i fe  of shel ter .  The long l i fe  of  shel ter  
as  we heard in  many cases  is  appl icable  because we don’t  foresee the 
long l i fe  and maybe in  some occasions the shel ter  i t  may be used for  
different  s i tuat ions,  one af ter  the  other .   
 One central  issue of  this  compet i t ion is  the  use of  renewable  
energies  sources .  And the use of  renewable energies  sources  means 
that  we can introduce sustainable  energy supply making use of  
sustainable  technologies  and these technologies  may help the people  
needing aid in  the long run to  lead the sustainable  l i fe  and even to  
f ind jobs and to  create  new jobs.   
 And also to  enable  self  help to  encourage independence from aid 
in  the long run.  
 Social  cul tural ly  a id  ought  to  take to  regard cul ture  and rel igion 
needs,  l ike  pr ivacy,  l ike  social  l i fe  and the social  infrast ructure  
needed.   

I t  has  a lso special  aspects ,  cul tural  aspects  fol lows or  determine 
cer ta in  set t lement  pat terns .  Social  c loseness  and social  distance may 
be different  in  different  cul tures  and need to  regard this  as  wel l  as  in 
creat ing new pat terns  for  a id.  
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 And we,  of  course,  as  archi tects  we would not  only l ike to  avoid 
new essence to  the bui l t  environment  and the visual  immetry,  but  make 
bet ter  l iving environments  and bet ter  archi tecture  for  the long run.  
 So,  the resul t  would be to  make shel ters  into  homes,  and to  make 
camps into c i t ies  and to  improve l iving condi t ions as  a  benefi t  and a  
chance of  a  disaster .   
 Short- term help with long-term effects ,  I  look forward for  the 
resul ts  of  this  compet i t ion.  I  promise you now interest ing,  pragmatic  
as  wel l  as  forward-looking approaches that  wil l  help both,  work 
programs,  archi tecture  or  renewable  energy sources  and sustainable  
archi tecture  of  the future  and for  the affected,  our  c l ients  in a  way,  to 
make i t  par t  of  their  l ives and not  a l ienate  them. 
 Thank you very much.  
 
Mr KREMALIS :  

Thank you very much.  I  now invi te  Mr Nikos Belavi las ,  Ci ty-
planning Lecturer  of  the Nat ional  Technical  Universi ty  of  Athens,  to  
e laborate  on “Archi tecture  and Renewable Energy Resources”.  
 
Mr BELAVILAS :  

As I  am not  an expert  in  biocl imat ic  archi tecture ,  but  my 
special ty  is  the  c i ty and the environment ,  and due to  the previous 
presentat ions,  I  do not  intend to  talk  about  biocl imat ic  archi tecture  
s ince I  assume you know bet ter  than me.  
 I  wi l l  ta lk about  a  ser ies  of  issues  concerning environment  as  a  
value and to  what  extent  they can be inscr ibed in  the context  of  an 
Internat ional  Archi tecture  Compet i t ion,  l ike  this  one.  
 Before  that ,  I  want  to  tel l  you the Nat ional  Technical  Univers i ty  
of  Athens is  wil l ing to-  and this  is  the Rectorate`s  view too-  support  
this  compet i t ion.  The Archi tecture  Facul ty  is  represented by two of  i ts  
members .  We are  ten col leagues,  together  with Yiannis  Pol izos ,  who is  
a lso a  member of  the Jury,  and for  some years  now,  we have 
introduced the not ions of  the environment  in  our  teaching at  the  
Facul ty  and we hope to  expand this  even more.  
 I  wi l l  give you a  very tangible  example,  more than common 
every summer here  in  Greece and the res t  of  the Mediterranean:  forest  
f i res .  I f  you watch the news,  when a  nice forest  gets  burnt ,  the  f i rs t  
th ing to  be ment ioned wil l  be the human losses ,  the  second wil l  be  
about  the property  and the third,  about  the forest .  
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 So,  personal  property which costs  some hundred thousand euros  
and can be restored and regained through an insurance program or  a  
publ ic  subsidy comes f i rs t ,  whereas   forest  value that  cannot  be 
reproduced most  of  the t imes comes second.  
 To take a  different  category,  that  of  cul tural  monuments ,  we can 
draw paral le l isms;  Enl ightenment  regarded them as  values ,  e .g .  an 
ancient  temple or  a  Byzant ine monument  a t  the  end of  the 19 t h  century 
in  our  country,  but  i t  took a  century to  es tabl ish them as  untouchable  
values .  
 Thus,  nowadays,  for  the  cul tural  monuments  we can say that  
even i f  there  is  a  war ,  even i f  mankind manifests  i ts  most  cruel  face,  
the Buddha Statue cannot  be destroyed by the Tal ibans,  or  Athens`  
Par thenon.  They carry a  cul tural  value,  a  pr ior i ty  as  great  as  human 
confl ic t  i t se l f .  
 So we seek the way to  e levate  environmental  value to  s imilar  
levels .  We seek the way-  and I  bel ieve Mrs Margari ta  Karavasi l i  
explained i t  very sat isfactor i ly-  to  be able  through the procedure of  
human cr is is  management ,  to  ta lk  about  these subt le  nuances such as  
biocl imat ic  archi tecture ,  energy pol i t ics ,  environmental  protect ion and 
use of  environmental ly  f r iendly mater ia ls .  
 Unfortunately in  our  country  we have exact ly  the opposi te  
experience…the extremely opposi te  s i tuat ion.  So we are  used to  
environmental ly  unfr iendly mater ia ls ,  energy wast ing during cr is is  
cases  l ike in  ear thquakes we have experienced two or  three t imes the 
las t  years ,  big ci ty  disasters  hi t  by ear thquakes and his tor ical  r ichness  
loss ,  to  l ink i t  wi th the previous issue,  l ike the cases  in  Aegio,  Zante  
and Corfu.  
 And I  reckon that  especial ly  for  Greece i t  wi l l  be  a  valuable  
experience to  s tar t  viewing cr is is  management  on environmental  terms.  
In  my opinion,  i f  we make i t ,  wi th  UIA`s help,  i f  the  Greek team 
manages to  interact  and be impregnated -  and I  think we are  doing just  
f ine-  with this  new percept ion,  perhaps in  a  few decades,  the  
environment  here  and on a  global  scale,  wi l l  const i tute  an 
i r replaceable  value,  even under  condi t ions of  cr is is .  
Thank you very much.  
 
Mr KREMALIS :  

Thank you Mr Belavi las .  Well ,  today we have managed to  be 
even ahead of  schedule  so,  everything is  possible  in  Greece.  
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 I  would l ike Professor  Mr Yiorgos Gazetas  of  the Nat ional  Technical  
Univers i ty  of  Greece,  who is  a lso the Greek Antiseismic Engineer ing 
Sect ion’s  Chairman,  operat ing under  the TCG`s auspices ,  to  develop 
the issue “Natural  disasters  and immediate  re l ief  of  the aff l ic ted 
populat ions”.  
 
Mr GAZETAS :  

You must  be wondering what  a  Civi l  Engineer  has  to  say about  
this .  Well ,  not  much.  I  am not  going to  t i re  you with technological  
issues .  In  fact ,  I  th ink that  my contr ibut ion to  this  very good effor t  
wi l l  be  smal l .  However ,  I  must  te l l  you that  dur ing these two weeks 
that  Mr Fint ikakis  suggested I  said  something I  confess  I  was 
as tonished by the data  a l ready avai lable .  
 What  wil l  I  show you today? Just  some examples ,  not  of  
disasters  in  general ,  but  only of  ear thquake disasters ,  so that  you get  
an idea of some f igures  concerning the immediate  re l ief ,  housing and 
energy needs,  re la ted to  the ear thquake.  
 Let  us  s tar t  wi th  only a  few examples .  I  am not  going to  say 
anything else .  I  wi l l  s tar t  wi th  some ear thquakes you might  remember;  
they are  a l l  recent .  First ly ,  the  ear thquake cal led BUZZ, in  India .  I  do 
not  know if  you remember,  but  s ix  years  have passed s ince then,  
January 2001.  I t  was a  big ear thquake in  an area with no such 
precedent ,  something natural  though;  i t  happens al l  the  t ime.  
 And you can see for  yourselves ,  I  do not  even need to  te l l  you 
the s tory.  Numerous bui ldings were destroyed,  which meant  great  
housing needs immediately af ter  the quake and i t  was winter  t ime on 
top of  i t .  Electr ici ty  was not  res tored unt i l  many weeks la ter .  Fourteen 
vi l lages ,  as  i t  was s ta ted,  were lef t  without  e lectr ic i ty  for  a  month.  
And a  vi l lage in  India  means ten or  twenty thousand people  a t  least ;  a  
huge populat ion suffer ing.  
 Certa inly,  in  such a  place i t  would be very interest ing to  have an 
innovat ive solut ion,  l ike  the ones expected by your  compet i t ion;  a  
quick,  energy autonomous and not  cost ly  solut ion.  
 Another  ear thquake,  very recent ,  you may have heard of  i t…it  
was in  Bam. Many his tor ians…There was a  sor t  of  cast le ,  an ancient  
c i ty ,  2 .000 years  old.  I t  appears  that  such a  big ear thquake had not  
occurred before .  All  the construct ions of  that  120 thousand-  people  
town,  ra ther  smal l  for  I ran,  were extremely vulnerable .  And apar t  from 
the huge human losses ,  75 thousand people  became homeless .  
 Pract ical ly ,  this  town was destroyed.  I t  was t ragic ,  the housing 
problem and of  course e lectr ic i ty  and other  suppl ies  as  wel l .  Usual ly ,  
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in such big disasters ,  a l l  these are  connected.  Electr ic i ty  does  not  
exis t  nor  does the infrast ructure .  So the autonomy of  the uni t  you have 
been ta lking about  is  as tonishing.  
 I  confess  I  had not  real ised i t  that  much when you s tar ted your  
effor t  and informed me…Because I  did not  do anything special ,  I  
s imply col lected and s implif ied the data .  
 Surely you remember this  ear thquake just  about  a  year  ago in  
Kashmir .  I t  was very unfor tunate ,  the  t ime when i t  happened because 
the Internat ional  Community was in  a  way exhausted by the aid  to  the 
tsunami vict ims,  so these people  were lef t  wi th  no help a t  a l l .  I  
assume you watched i t  on te levis ion.  
 The housing needs were enormous;  actual ly  maybe I  should say 
tents  because the people  would even be sat isf ied with them under  the 
horr ible  c i rcumstances .  The number  of  dead was possibly much bigger  
af ter  the  quakes,  due to  the cold because winter  was very close.  
Therefore ,  these needs cannot  be underest imated at  a l l .  
 The need for  e lectr ic i ty  and other  suppl ies  need not  be 
ment ioned.  Due to  the numerous landsl ides ,  there  was not  even publ ic  
t ransport .  Only with  hel icopters  these people  could get  some help.  I  
th ink that  especial ly  in  this  quake,  any solut ion even a  mediocre  one,  
of  the  level  required by the compet i t ion would be of  extreme 
importance.  What  can I  say?  I  imagine you understand the numbers .  
 Of  course you know about  the quake in  Turkey,  in  Nikomedeia  
in  `99.  I  wi l l  not  say anything else ,  jus t  that  apar t  f rom the great  
number  of  dead,  a  s ignif icant  number  of  people  were lef t  homeless;  
500 thousand approximately.  In  other  words,  i t  was not  in  an isolated 
place l ike  Kashmir ,  but  even so,  the  needs are  not  easi ly  covered in  
convent ional  ways.  And so i t  happened.  
 Of course  people  s t i l l  l ive  in  tents .  They are  in  a  bet ter  s i tuat ion 
than in  `99,  but  the comment  of  the inter locutor  before  the previous 
one,  that  these temporary construct ions sometimes las t  
temporar i ly…many decades to  come,  is  t rue and i t  happens  wi thout  
except ions.  
 Let  us  leave the developing areas  and go to  Kobe,  a t  Japan’s  
hear t ,  -  and in  fact ,  Japan’s  f inancial  hear t ,  the  f i rs t  port  of  the  
country,  -  here  the quake was…it  real ly  caused bibl ical  disasters .  I  
wi l l  only focus on these numbers .  
 I f  you have a  basic  knowledge of  how fast  Japan works… for  
ins tance,  af ter  this  terr ible  disaster  the next  day at  the publ ic  off ices ,  
only 60% of  the employees showed up,  unfor tunately.  Since almost  
everyone had one loss  in  their  family,  these numbers  are  huge.  And an 
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even more important  number;  three years  af ter  the  quake,  while  the 
br idges,  tunnels  and ports ,  had been upgraded,  people  s t i l l  s tayed in  
makeshif t  se t t lements .   

Here,  I  would l ike to  s top.  Well ,  th is  problem does not  affect  
only underdeveloped countr ies-  i t  i s  more t ragic  there  of  course-  but  
a lso developed ones.  
 I  do not  need to  say anything else ,  because I  think you know 
bet ter  than I  do.  I  wi l l  s top here .  I  s imply gave you a  gl impse of  the 
f igures ,  to  see that  you real ly  have a  very important  task to  carry out .  
And I  want  to  thank you for  giving me the opportuni ty  to  say these 
few things.  Thank you.  
 
Mr KREMALIS :  

Thank you Mr Gazeta .  We have reached the end of  the 
presentat ions.  Now, you take the f loor .  You can make any quest ions 
you want  or  i f  someone wants  to  make any comment… Does anybody 
want  to  ask something?  Please.  
 
 
Mrs MANDSIOU :  

Good evening.  I  am Lena Mandsiou,  an archi tect .  I  would l ike to  
ask how this  compet i t ion,  focused on biocl imat ic  archi tecture ,  does  i t  
correlate  with local i ty?  As you know biocl imat ic  archi tecture  has  a  
direct  connect ion to  the specif ic  s i te  and locat ion where i t  i s  done.  Is  
there  such a  correlat ion?   

 
Mr KREMALIS :  

Mr Fint ikakis  please,  you are  the expert .  
Mr FINTIKAKIS :  

This  is  the  compet i t ion’s  purpose;  considerat ion of  the  local  
c l imat ic  condi t ions ,  local  mater ia ls  use and local  condi t ions in  general  
which wil l  be  used according to  the way each archi tect  wil l  propose 
and according to  the area he wants  to  tes t .  
 I t  i s  a  f ree  compet i t ion.  I t  i s  not  about  a  specif ic  area or  type of  
disaster .  I t  i s  about  different  c l imates ,  whether  in  the Arct ic  or  the  
Equator .  So,  local i ty  includes t rans- local i ty  in  the not ion of  
compet i t ion vis-à-vis  the  issue of  divers i ty  which is  in  fact  spreading 
of  condi t ions a l l  over  the world.  
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 But  as  you heard in the previous speech by Mr Gazetas ,  
everywhere we need electr ic i ty  and water ,  whether  we are  in  the 
Arct ic  or  the Equator .  Every archi tect ,  depending on the issue and the 
area he wil l  choose.  

In  the case  of  this  compet i t ion par t ic ipants  have the freedom to 
s i tuate  their  projects  in  a  s i te  and locat ion of  their  choice.   

I t  i s  a  compet i t ion of  ideas ,  which can be fur ther  developed in  
the Internat ional  Commit tee ,  the var ious governments  and 
organisat ions  which wil l  create  this  type of  camps,  use  these ideas to  
ensure  shel ters  that  wil l  be  possible  in the Equator ial ,  or  the  Arct ic .   
 
Mr KREMALIS :  

Mr Vasi l is  Sgoutas  would l ike to  add something.  
 
Mr SGOUTAS :  

I  want  to  s t ress  two things.  One is  the key-word of  today’s  
meet ing,  said  by Margari ta  Karavasi l i ;  i t  i s  “affordable”.  In  other  
words,  she said “viable  solut ions,  but  f inancial ly  affordable”.  So,  i f  
that  does  not  come out  as  the compet i t ion’s  message then,  we have 
fai led,  we have not  done anything.  And I  bel ieve that  we need to  focus 
there .  
 The other  thing is  the word “hypocrisy”,  which was not  said by 
anyone but  we are  a l l  worr ied about  i t ;  we l ive in  a  developed country,  
everyone here  does so and we are  big hypocri tes .  Meaning that  we 
speak nicely a t  meet ings,  lectures  e tc  yet  in  real i ty ,  we do not  real ly  
do anything.  
 What  I  mean is ,  how could anybody go to  somebody in  Afr ica  
and te l l  h im “Do not  cut  the  forest  because i t  i s  bad for  the planet” ,  
when we ourselves ,  in  our  countr ies  have destroyed al l  forests?  And 
we come to  the utmost  hypocrisy,  the Kyoto Protocol  where we al l  
know that  even the par t ic ipat ing nat ions with a  point  system,-  i t  i s  
real ly  a  point  system- can buy out  pol lut ion,  le t  us  say i t  in  a  very 
s imple and blunt  way.  
 And I  th ink that  as  Archi tects  and in  the f ramework of  this  
compet i t ion,  we have the duty to  be the f i rs t  ones  to  show, l ike  I  sa id ,  
that  we can f ind affordable  solut ions,  not  only viable ,  and second,  
appl icable  ones.  
 And I  want  to  propose something.  I  want  to  propose-  when the 
compet i t ion is  over-  that  a  Commit tee  sees  the var ious awards,  which 
are  appl icable ,  -  I  refer  to  the s imple,  economical  and affordable-  and 
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try to  f ind f inancing,-  I  propose this  to  the Commit tee  here-  so that  
even one can be real ised.  But  we should be sure  i t  can be reproduced 
many t imes.  
 And for  me,  i t  would be even bet ter ,  in  spi te  of  what  Manfred 
Hegger  said ,  that  we s tay in  the same place many t imes,  i f  we could 
f ind some that  could be carr ied from one place to  another .  
 Anyway,  I  propose i t  here  to  the Commit tee .  Thank you.  
 
Mr KREMALIS :  

We thank you.  Please.  
 
Mr THEODOROPOULOS :  

Hel lo .  I  am Theodoropoulos  Petros .  I  am not  an Archi tect  but  a  
Mechanical  Engineer  and I  was real ly interested in  this  Meet ing and 
compet i t ion as  I  could col laborate .  
 Regarding the economic s ide,  we have to  be sure  that  the 
electr ic i ty  needs to  be covered in  the par t icular…shel l ,  le t  us  say,  
house,  wil l  be  the absolutely necessary.  This  means energy saving.  
And I  reckon that  a  vict im from a disaster  would care  only for  l ight ,  
te levis ion or  a  radio.  So,  we do not  ask for  great  energy amount .  
 And secondly,  a  quest ion on the cost ing issue.  Should the 
candidate  make a  pre-cost ing account  or  is  i t  the  Commit tee’s  
responsibi l i ty?  Thank you very much.  
 
Mr FINTIKAKIS :  

Not  a l l  internat ional  archi tecture  compet i t ions  include the 
not ion of  cost ing.  But  cer ta inly…therefore  there  is  no pre-cost ing 
issue.  What  you said though is  correct ,  that  someone should think of  
the energy supply not  in  the sense of  exploi t ing,  but  the minimum 
possible  energy to  cover  the basic  needs.  
 
Mr KREMALIS :  

Someone else?  Any quest ions?  Well  then,  we can say we have 
f inished.  We are  faced with a  chal lenge.  Every compet i t ion is  a  
chal lenge.  
 Final ly ,  I  would l ike to  say that  in  the  context  of this  
compet i t ion,  an interdiscipl inary approach was not  put  forward but  i t  
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becomes obvious that  i t  i s  required.  In  the Technical  Chamber  we have 
a  system where Engineers  scient is ts  col laborate.  
 And I  wil l  end with a  wish;  that  Greek Archi tects  par t ic ipate  
act ively.  They are  ski l led,  capable  and always with innovat ive ideas .  
Thus,  I  wish good luck.  
 Thank you very much for  your  interest  and par t ic ipat ion.  
 

END OF MEETING 
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